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FOREWORD 
In July and August of 1952, on the recommendation 
of the Newfoundland Fisheries Development Committee, a pa;rty 
representative of the Governments of Canada and Newfoundland 
carried out a 11 reconnaissance' .' survey of the more important 
fishing communities along the northeast coast and part of the 
south coast of the province of Newfoundland. Valuable informa-
tion was obtained on the state of the fishery in these places, on 
harbour facilities, agriculture and forest resources and on the 
social aspects of community life. 
' In the summer of 1953, the reconnaissance of coastal 
communities was completed with a survey along the southwest 
and western coasts of the province. The present report presents 
the findings of that survey. The several agencies concerned 
were represented as follows: 
On the federal side -
H. C. Frick, Dept. of Fisheries 
J.B. Mountain, Dept. of Fisheries (alternate) 
E. V. Gilbert, Dept. of Public Works 
H. W.R. Chancey, Dept. of Agriculture 
B. Shindman, Dept. of Mines & Technical Surveys 
On the provincial side -
A. Vannan, Dept. of Fisl1eries & Co-operatives 
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Settlement Visitation Reports 
1. Cape La Hune 27. Curling 
2. Ramea 28. Summersid~ 
r 
3. Burgeo 29. Meadows 
4. Little Bay (La Poile) 30. Cox Cove 
5. Petites 31. Trout River 
6. Harbour Le Cou 32. Woody Point (Bonne Bay) 
7. Rose Blanche 33. Norris Point 
8. Burnt Islands 34. Rocky Harbour 
9. Isle aux Morts 35. Cow Head 
10. Mar.garee 36. Daniel's Ha7~our 
11. Port aux Basques 37. Port Saunders 
12. Codroy 38. Port av Choix 
13. Highlands 39. Eartlett•s HarbolJ.l"' 
14. St. David's 40. Shoal Cove 
15. Cartyville 41. Reef Harbour 
16. st. George's 42. Brig Bay 
17. Ship Cove 43. Current Island 
18. Three Rock Cove 44. Black Duck Cove 
19. Lourdes 45. st. Barbe 
20. Winter house 46. Bear Cove 
21. Piccadilly 47. Nameless Cove 
22. ll7st Bay 48. Savage Cove 
23. Ague.thuna 49. Sandy Cove 
24. Lark Harbour 50. Green Island Cove 
25. Woods Island 51. Green Island Brook 
26. Frenchman's Cove 52. Eddie's Cove East 
RAMEA 
, 
" l 2 
Fish plant, from north-east 
Harbour, with plant wharf in foreground 
.. 
View north-east, from fish plant wharf 
AGRICULTURE 
GLOSSARY OF TERMS USED IN ATTACHED BEFORT 
Subsistence type 
agriculture 
Garden type 
agriculture 
Minor, moderate 
or largo areas 
of pasture and 
hay land 
Minor, moderate 
or large vcgc-
tablo production 
Minor number 
of hons 
Peaty organic 
'1nu.ck' laT&r 
Areas less than five hundred square feet 
producing vegetableso 
Areas over five hundred square feet but 
less than one acre producing vegetables. 
Loss than fivo acres, over five and loss 
than twenty acres, over twenty acres, 
respoctively. 
Annual requirements not produced, annual 
roquiromonts produced, market quantities 
produced, rospoctivcly. 
Up to tt~rol vo hons main taincd for homo use 
by individual families. 
Surface layer of black organic mattor docom--
po&od bcy'oo.d tho raw poat stago. 
CAPE LA HUNE 
Looking east fran the breakwater 
East end of "The Harbour" 
Looking south from "The Harbour" 
-
, 
CAPE LA RUNE 
1. Position: 47° 33' N. 56° 53' W. 
2. Population: 1951 census 96. 21 or 22 families. In the past 
5 years about 10 families have moved away to larger centres. 
Several others are planning to move. 
3. - Description: The settlement is located on a gravel bar joining 
a granite island to the steep, rocky coast. (3ee sketch map). 
Cliffs rise precipitously from the water at both ends of the 
bar to a height of about 350 feet. The bar is roughly triang-
ular. On the east it borders a deep fiord ~alled locally the 
Bay. On the west it borders a smaller and shallower bay called 
the Harbour. 
The settlement is tightly nucleated. Almost every avail-
able inch of the gravel bar has been utilized. The pond hehind 
the breakwater marks the lowest point on the bar. The houses 
are all of frame construction and most are two stories high. 
All are kept well -- in good repair and painted. Each house 
has its garden. Most have small adjacent storage sheds. 
Property lines are marked by picket fences. The community 
numbers 27 houses, 2 stores (both of which are also dwellings) 
a small church and cemetery. 
Cape La Huns is an extremely crowded but neat settlement. 
The people are hard working fishermen. The village site shows 
their energy - for the houses are all painted, the garden well 
tended and the whole place relatively clear of garbage and 
papers. 
4. Government and Services: (a) Local organized government - !'Ione. 
(b) Fire protection - None. 
(c) Police protection - None. 
(d) Medical facilities - None. 
(e) Provincial and federal agencies - None. 
(f) Schools - 1 room, 27 pupils in 1953. Teaches up to and 
including Grade XI~ 
(g) Sanitation - Each family dumps its 
Privies drain through the gravel. 
the back part of each house. 
garbage into the sea. 
They are located in 
(h) Water supply - Stream flowing from pond atop the island 
has been dammed near the bottom of the cliff. The dam is 
of concrete and 3 feet long by 18 inches wide. It makes 
a triangular well out of the lowest part of the stream. 
Depth is 6 - 7 feet. A foot path leads along the foot of 
the cliff to the water supply. At one time it -was quite 
level. Now it is extremely difficult to traverse the path, 
it having been smashed by a rock slide. In winter, when 
the wind blows up the harbour the path can hardly be 
used. In addition, local residents say that during cold 
spells it freezes. An auxiliary water supply is obtainable 
at the waterfall on the side of the harbour opposite to 
the stream. The vrater from here must be obtained by dory. 
According to the locals the waterfall does not freeze in 
winter. Generally speaking, i:he water supply is poor. 
(i) Power and fuel - No electricity. Coal is the fuel used. 
5. Religious Organi_zation: The entire community is Anglican. 
Minister from Pushthrough visits once a month. The church is 
small. 
6. Recreation and Entertainment; None organized other than church 
social functions. 
1 • . Conununications: (a) Local - Paths between houses. 
(b) Regional - The post office and telegraph office maintains 
a schedule with Rarnea. A fishing smack from Ramea calls 
daily (weather permitting) Monday to Saturday for the 
fishermen's catch and there is a weekly pick up of lobsters 
and salmon by boat from Burnt Islands or Pool's Cove. The 
C.N.R. coastal boat "Baccalieu 11 calls in the bay at least 
4 times per month during the sununer and less frequently 
during the winter. 
8. Industries: Fishing by dory. 
9. Market and Service Area: Residents buy food locally from the 
two general stores, vihich obtain their supplies fran st. John's 
and North Sydney. The fish catch is sold fresh to Ramea# Burnt 
Islands and Pool's Cove (as noted above). Cape La Hune is part 
of the Pushthrough Anglican parish and is in the Rencontre West 
nursing district. 
FISHERIES 
-----
CAPE LA HUNE · 
------
Are-:ta Burgeo-Lu Poile Date of Survey: July 6, 1953 
1. •Settlement 
(a) Population (195l )census): 96. 
(b) No. of familes engaged in fishing: 12-13. 
(c) No• men engaged in other occupations: Nil. 
2. Fishermen 
Total no: 16. 
3. CrewOrganizat~on 
No. of crews: 9 or 10 family crews. 
4~ Method of Fishing 
(a) Mostly trawl gear; some hand-lines and jiggers; herring 
nets, 15; salmon nets, 46; lobster traps, 230. 
(b) Motor dories, 10; rowboats, 10 or 12. 
5. Settlement Annual Catch 
-
(a) Codfish, fresh (1952-53 season): 600,000 to 700,000 lb. 
collected for the Ramea filleting plant. 
{b) Salmon (1952): 6,000 ib. Very little in 1953. 
(c) Lobsters (1952): 3,600 lb. 
(d) Small quantities of haddock, halibut, and catfish (the 
catch is 95 per cent cod). 
6. Fish Processing Facilit~~ 
Some salt bulk is produced by fishermen and by a local 
employee of John Penny and Sons, who rent sheds from fisher-
men for salting operations. There is adequate shed storage. 
Fishermen have stages but there are few, if any, flakes; a 
little cod is dried on the beach for home use. 
7. 1'Iarke ting 
John Penny and Sons collect fresh cod about three times 
a week for their filleting plant at Ramea, currently paying 
2 cents a pound. Halibut brings 18 cents. A bo~t from Pool's 
Cove collects lobsters about once a week, and a boat from 
Burnt Islands buys salmon (~nd lobsters), paying 30 cents 
a pound for large salmon and 18 cents a pound for small 
salmon (under 5 lb.). 
8. Financing 
John Penny & Sons give some credit, but cash buying and 
selling is general now. 
None. 
10. The Settlement's Area of Economic Influence 
Most of the fish catch is sold in Ramea. The coastal 
steamers "Baccalieu" and "Bar Haven" call several times a 
month. The two small local stores buy supplies from St. 
John's and from Sydney, N.S., via the steamer service or 
coastal freighting schooners. 
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HARBOUR FACILITIES 
NAiv:E OF PLACE: 
EXISTING WHARVES: 
EXISTING BREAKWATERS: 
APPROACHES FROiv~ THE SEA: 
FOG CONDITIONS: 
STORM CONDITIONS: 
ICE CONDITIONS: 
TIDAL PECULIARITIES: 
NATUFlE OF BOTTOIVI: 
POSSIBILITIES OF PROVIDING 
#HARFAGE AND SHELTER: 
DREDGING REQUIRED: 
AVAILABILITY OF CONSTRUCTION 
~1 ATERIALS: 
EVG: July 6, 1953· 
Cape La Hune. 
Latitude 47°63'N. 
Longitude 56 52~'W 
Chart No. 2141 
• 
"The Harbourn west of village, 
nThe BayH east of village 
:Fish stages in u•rhe liarbour 11 ; 
Public Boat Landing consisting 
of concrete approach and shore 
block 14' x 12' and outer 
timber block crib 14' x 17', 
fitted with hand operated 
boom derrick in i·rthe Baya. 
C.N.R.Steamers usually anchor 
in YYThe Bay", off-loading 
into small boats that take 
goods to the Public Boat 
Landing. 
Nil. 
Good into r'The Bayn; more are 
needed to enter HThe Harbour 1' 
although most of the local 
boats use the latter. 
Frequent fogs in spring and 
early summer. 
nThe Barbourn is open to the 
southwest: . nThe Bay;' is open 
to the south and southeast. 
No ice. 
11Jone 
btones and ~olid Rock 
Not good; shores are too 
precipitous. 
l~il 
None but rock and coarse 
gravel available locally. Fresh 
water from small mountain brooks 
is difficult of access. 
LOCl:i.TION: 
l.1.GRICULTtJRE: 
SOILS: 
OROPS: 
LIVESTOCK: 
POTENTIA.t: 
• 
AGRICULTURE 
C.AP.E LA RUNE Dl~TE: 6-7-530 
Small subsistonco type gardE)ns 11ri th minor 
vogotablo production. 
Total arable area less than ono aero. 
Soils woathered from talus materials consisting 
of coarse and fine grained granito and pegmatito, 
shallow over bedrock. 
Potatoes and cabbage, with V£ry minor amounts 
of carrots and turnips • 
.Approximately twenty sheep maintained, together 
with minor numbers of hens. 
No agricultural potential due to lack of soil 
and excessive rock outcrop • 
RAMEA 
• 
Weighing in cod on plant wharf 
Weighing in rosefish from the dragger 
Schooner and dragger at plant wharf 
' 
RAMEA 
1. Position: 47° 30' N. 57° 23~ 1 W. 
2. Population: 1951 census 747. 1953 estimate by postmaster is 
850. Approx. 200 families. 
3. Description: The town of Ramea lies on one of the larger 
ISlands making up the Ramea Islands. Its harbour is well pro-
tected. The town is made up of three uni ts. 7 5 per cent of 
the people live adjacent to the harbour in a nucleated settle-
ment. Eight streets radiate from Water Street 'Villlich botder.s 
the harbour (see sketch map). The streets extend back from the 
harbour for a distance of up to 250 yds. except for the ones at 
each end. The eastern road leads to Ramea Beach !-mile away, 
where some 20 families dwell. The western road leads to the 
Mud Hole about ~-mile away where there are another 20-24 
families. Bet-ween Ramea and Mud Hole atop one of the ridges 
crossing the island there is a pond several hundred yards long. 
At the Ramea end the filleting plant has its ice house (100' x 
40'). Across the road from the ice house is the local quarry. 
The houses in Ramea proper line the streets, each prop-
erty being surrounded by a picket fence. Mud Hole and Ramea 
Beach are dispersed settlements. The houses are all of frame 
construction and in good repair. About 65 per cent are two 
stories, the remainder being bungalows. The buildings of the 
fish filleting plant (J. Penny and Sons Ltd.) dominate the 
water front. The largest buildings in the community are the 
school, the church and the three-story Penny residence. There 
is no commercial district in the town. Two of the area's three 
stores are located near the fish plant, the third being located 
at Ramea Beach. 
Government and Services: (a) Local government - Ramea is an 
incorporated town two years old with an elected town council 
of seven. 
(b) Schools - Five room Anglican school (over 200 pupils). An · 
extra room and teacher is being added this year. 
(c) Fire protection - Fire equipment bought from st. John's is 
stored at the fish plant. There is sufficient hose for a 
line leading from the harbour to the end of all the streets 
except the ones to Mud Hole and Ramea Beach. 
(d) Police protection - None. R.C.M.P. at Burgeo 9 miles away. 
(e) Medical facilities - Three-bed cottage hospital with one R.lJ. 
and one ward aid. The Ramea nursing district includes the 
settlement at Grey River. 
(f) Provincial and federa~ agencies - Provincial welfare officer 
statiorY3d here. The welfare district extends from and in-
cluding Francois to West Point. Public library. 
(g) Sanitation - Regular weekly garbage collection by the town 
truck. The garbage is then dumped well out to sea. The 
litter has been cleaned off the street. Ten houses have 
flush toilets; the rest have the usual Newfoundland arrange-
ments. 
/ 
(h) Water supply - The water supply is poor. It comes from a 
number of shallow wells. The ponds and the wells are 
cachements for rain water. 
(i) Power and fuel~ electricity - The fish plant sells its sur-
plus power (Diesel generators) to about 50 homes; the rest 
use kerosene lamps for light. Domestic heating is derived 
from 1~. S. coal. 
5. Communications: (a) Internal - ::i.ories along the water front. 
Roads to all parts of the settlernent over which the town coun-
cil operates a dump truck: and the fish plant operates a jeep 
and a ~-ton pick-up truck. ~he roads average 8 feet in width 
and are being surfaced with granite rock beds covered by 
crushed granite and sand. They join all the parts of the 
settlement. 9-leelbarrows are used by most of the inhabitants 
to carry goods from the stores. The islar:d has about 30 bi-
cycles. 
(b) Regional - Post office and C. N. R. Telegraph schedule kept 
with St. John's, Cape La Hune, Burgeo, etc. (Hours 9 a.m. 
to 6 p.m.) Penny Company pick-up boat visits the settle-
ments from Francois to Rose Blanche (excluding Burgeo dis-
trict) to pick up freshly caught fish. C.N.R. ~oastal 
boats, the "Bacca.lieu" and the "Bar Haven", call regularly. 
6. Religious Organization: About 95 per cent of the families are. 
Anglicans. The con1Inunity is part of the Burgeo parish and is 
visited once a month by the parson. About 8 families are Roman 
Catholic. They are visited by a priest from the Port aux 
Basques area twice a year. 
7. Recreation and Entertainment: Movies shovvn twice a week. 
Church organizations and social gatherings. 
8. Industries: J. Penny and Sons fish filleting plant employs 
about 100 hands, and operates 2 draggers. 
9. Market and Service A~ea: Fish plant collects fish from 
Francois to Rose Blanche, excluding Red Island and Burgeo, and 
sells fishing gear to a number of the fishermen from these 
settlements. The two stores serve only the Ramea market. 
Fresh meat is stored and sold by the fish plant. The Penny 
Company store does a major part of the retail business on the 
island. Ramea is part of the Burgeo hospital and police dis-
tricts, and is in Burgeo Anglican parish. The -welfare dis-
trict includes all settlements oot1~een W:> st Point and Francois. 
.. 
FISHERIES 
RAMEA 
Area: Burgeo-La Poile Date of Survey: July 7,1953 
1. Settlement 
{a) Population (1951 census): 714. 
(b) No. of families engaged in fishing: 45-50. 
(c) Filleting plant employment& 90-100, including 16 girls 
and 12 boys. 
(d) Employed on 4 (Penny Co.) coasters: 19. 
2. Fishermen 
Total .So: About 85, including 22 employed on the two Company 
draggers. Inshore fishermen, 60 to 65. 
No. of crews: Up to 18. 6 men on a 2-dory skiff, 2 men per 
motor dory or rowboat; 5 men operate single-handed in row-
boats. 
4. Method of Fis~ing 
(a) Trawl gear -- average of 6 tubs of trawl per dory, or 
12 tubs for a 2-dory skiff, each tub containing 6 to 8 
lines of 50 fathoms, 85 hooks. Hand lines and jiggers 
used occasionally. Salmon nets, 3; herring nets, 8; 
lobster traps, 75. 
{b) Draggers, 2; jack boats or skiffs, 4 (one a 3-dory skiff); 
motor dories, 11; rowboats or row dories, 11. 
5. Settlement Annual Catch 
(a) Rosefish, fresh (1952-53): 5 million lb., rd. wt. 
(b) Codfish, fresh: 2~ million lb. · 
(c) Flounder, catfish, etc.: l~ million lb. 
(d) Lobsters (1953): 500-600 lb. 
(e) Salmon (1953): 100-200 lb. 
6. Fish Processing Facilities 
The filleting plant is owned by John Penny and Sons,L~. 
Employment is 90 to 100 in the plant and on the "Wharf, and 
the plant receives about 10 million lb. of fish a year, 
producing some 3 million lb. of fillets, of vhich one~alf 
is rosefish, one-third cod, and the remainder flounder and 
catfish. Ice is stored in a large ice-house. Offal is sold 
to the Burgeo plant, which has fish meal processing facilit-
• 1es • 
• 
• 
7. Marketin_~ 
John penny and Sons, Ltd. buy fish, mainly cod, from 
inshore fishermen; most of the rosefish is brought in by 
the draggers. The plant collector boat collects three 
times a week from Cape La. Hune, Fox Island ane Francois --
the annual total being about 2 million lb., or approximate-
ly one-third of that amount from each settlement. A smack 
from Port aux Basques collects lobsters for T. Hardy. The 
plant ships frozen fillets to New England and the American 
Middle West. 
8. Financing 
Skiffs may average $75 credit from the company store, 
for outfitting, extended for a month or two. Credit is 
not used as much as in the past. 
9. Co-operative Development 
The Federation is not operating in Ramea nov~ and there 
is no consumers' or producers' co-operative. 
10. The Settlement's Area of Economic Influence 
The filleting plant buys fish from Ramea to Francois, 
but other communities do not depend upon Ramea for supplies 
to any great extent. Ramea stores get supplies from Sydney, 
N.S. and from Port aux Basques and St. John's. The C.N.R. 
· -Ool,s9'&1 . ·l~limti:ri "Baccalieu" and "Bar Haven" call at Ramea 
each at intervals of about ten days between visits. 
11. Additional Notes 
(a) 
.y) 
(c) 
(d) 
The filleti~g plant has been at Ramea for about twenty 
years. The popula ti or.1. now depends upon \'he plant for 
employment or to buy their fish. No shorefish is produced 
now, except a small amount dried on the beach for home 
use. A number of younger people in recent years have 
gone to the mainland to find employment • 
The Company draggers fished north of the Magdalene 
Islands from April to late in June, then north in the 
Gulf in the vicinity of Port Saunders, securing good 
catches of rosefish there. 
-Two Penny Company coasters are operated as collector 
boats and one as a carrier. Another freighter is chart-
ered to the government. 
The plant sells Imperial Oil products. Lack of oil 
storage facilities is said to be a handicap on the 
southern coast. There are some storage facilities at 
Burin and at Port aux Basques • 
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HARBOUR FACILITIES 
NAl\~E OF PLACE: 
EXISTING WHARVES: 
EXISTING BREAKWATERS: 
APPROACHES FROi'~ THE SEA: 
FOG COt{DITIOl'J S: 
STORivI CONDITIONS: 
ICE CONDITIONS: 
TIDAL PECULIARITIES: 
NATURE OF BOTTOM: 
POSSIBILITIES OF PROVIDING 
·,iJHARFAGE AND SHELTER: 
DREDGING REQUIRED: 
AVAILABILITY OF CONS TRUCTION 
MATERIALS: 
EVG: July 7, 1953· 
R P. 1\1,..,-"A iil '• l .i;!; • 
Latitude 47°31tN Long.57°25'W. 
Charts Nos.2141 and 2142 
(Harbour in Ship Cove, north-
west Island) . 
Public Vvharf of mixed cribwork 
and pilework construction 132' 
long of width varying from 17' 
to 42' carries a freight shed 
about 15Y square and is located 
on Northwest lsland. It adjoins 
the Penny & Co. fish plant 
wharf which is about 200' long 
and from 17' to 60' wide. Access 
from the public wharf to the 
village is through the Fish 
Plant gate. There are several 
private small boat landings. 
Nil. Naturally protected harbour 
Quite good. Southwest passage is 
deepest and is the one generally 
used by C. N.R. Steamers. North 
east passage is good for vessels 
drawing 10' or less. Other 
passages require local knowledge. 
Frequent fogs. There is a fog-
horn at the lighthouse on the 
southwest end of I~orthwest Island • 
Harbour is sheltered from waves 
but strong southeast winds are 
felt in the harbour. 
l~o Ice. 
l'Jone 
Varies; sand, gravel and rock. 
Possibly further detailed study 
would reveal additional feasible 
sites in Ship Cove. 
None at present. 
Rock only locally available. 
• 
LOCATION: 
AGRICULTURE: 
SOILS: 
CROPS: 
LIVESTOOX: 
POTENT I .. Ui : 
AGRICULTURE 
RAMEA ISLAND DATE: 7-7-53. 
Approximately three subsistence type gardens in 
the area. Ve?7 minor vegetable production. 
No mineral soil - area is covered by a peaty, acid 
organic mat over bedrock and old beach rubble. 
' 
Potatoes and cabbage only. 
Approximately six sheep maintained, together 
with minor numbers of hons. 
No agricultural potential due to lack of soil 
and excessive rock outcrop. 
• 
Fish plant, from the east 
Looking west toward doctor's wharf 
from Marconi Hill 
, . 
' 
i· 
i 
"Bacealieu" at public wharf. from the west 
---
BUKOEG 
View north toward church fran height above 
public wharf 
• 
~"·· ~·· 
Looking north tow~rd doctor's wharf from 
public wharf 
Harbour looking south from Marconi Hill 
GRAN BY 
BURGEO 
o;------' 1100 l"T. 
••'raphica • & T. 
9'•- D 
6 
Q 
/lirphoto /I ,,,~, -~:( 
BURGEO 
1. 1e-cation: 47° 3~' N. 57° 3~' W. 
2. ~~~tion: 1951 census, 1,088. About 200 families. 
3. Description of Settlement: Burgeo is a town located on several 
of the Burgeo Islands-:- Granby Island, Hunts Island, etc. 
Settlement is dispersed over many of the islands but 
about 75 per cent of the population is to be found on Granby. 
Here, the houses are strung along the shore, with several con-
centrations occurring at the Harbour, the Mud Hole and Messiers. 
(See sketch map). About 20 per cent of the people (about 36 
families) live on Hunts Island. The scattered Granby Island 
settlement is connected by a number of roads or paths up to 
8 feet wide. Where the paths cross several inlets there are 
vrooden bridges. Little streams trickle down the rocky slopes 
towards the ponds or the sea. Many originate under or adjacent 
to the houses. 
The houses are all of frame construction except for 3 or 
4 which are tar-paper covered. Most are bungalows or two 
stories high. A few 3-story buildings exist. The various 
parts of the settlement are divided by granite hills rising to 
250 to 300 feet above sea level. The central part of Burgeo, 
overlooking the harbour, is dominated by the Anglican Church. 
There are few gardens and about one-third of the houses 
have no fences. Many however, have small hen houses and rabbit 
hutches in the yards. Small fish warehouses or sheds dot the 
coast. There are no flakes. At the head of the harbour there 
are a number of large, well kept houses as well as the two 
busiest stores of the community. These, 'With the church, parson-
age, school and post office, make up the heart of the community. 
4. Government and Services: (a) Local government - Incorporated a 
--.. -··---town in 1951 with 7 elected councillors. There are now only 3. 
(b) Fire protection - Fire fighting equipment is bought but at 
present is relatively ineffective because of lack of trans-
portation other than by water. 
(c) Police protection - R.C.M.P. constable stationed here. 
The police district extends from Dragon Bay to La Poile 
Bay. 
(d) Medical facilities - Cottage hospitala 14 beds, 1 doctor, 
2 nurses, 4 ward aids, X-Ray and operating facilities. 
Doc tor's boat with 2-man crew available at the harbour at 
all times. The hospital district extends from (and in-
cluding) Rencontre West to Burgeo and the doctor here also 
does surgery for all places between Burgeo and Rose Blanche. 
(e) Provincial and federal agencies - Public library of 11 000 
volumes app.rox. provided by the Newfoundland Library Board. 
The library is also the local town hall. A provincial game 
warden is stationed here. Burgeo is a port of entry and a 
customs officer is stationed here. 
(f) Sanitation - No garbage collection. Each family gets rid 
of its own (dumped into the sea). The harbour floor-, how-
ever, is full of tin cans, etc. The streets and paths are 
littered with papers, etc. Usual domestic toilet facilities. 
• • 
(g) Water supply - Poor. The drinking water is derived from 
shallow wells. The ponds are not utilized directly but 
act as cachement basins for the rain. The water is 
brownish in colour (having been filtered through peat) 
with a high ammonia content and bacteria count. 
(h) Power and fuel - About 9 houses in the town have small 
gasoline driven lighting plants. Coal is used for heat-
ing all over the island and to power the electric gener-
ators of the fish plant. 
5. Religious Organization: Large Anglican Church looks after the 
religious interests of 80 per cent of Burgeo's families. The 
remainder belong to several Protestant sects 1 the majority 
being members of the small United Church. The Anglican 
minister's parish also includes Ramea, Deer Island and Fox 
Island Harbour (the last having 25 families). 
6. Recreation and Entertainrrient: (a) Orange Lodge and Ladies 
Auxiliary - regular meetings · held in the Orange Hall. Between 
50 and 75 active members. 
(b) Anglican Young People's Organization - Junior and Senior 
groups operate here. 
(c) Church functions. 
(d) Movies shown Mondays and Thursdays in the Orange Hall. 
7. Corrnnunications: Granby Island is traversed by a number of 
streets up to 8 feet wide. Where they cross granite hills 
they are often a little precarious. Wooden bridges span a 
number of inlets making communications within the dispersed 
settlement more convenient. Several of the bridges need re-
pair work. 
Along the shores and between the islands movement is by 
dory. Along the streets there are no transportation facilit-
ies; there was a horse and wagon but the horse died several 
months ago. The Town Council is planning to buy a used truck at 
Antigonish but the nature of the streets is such that it prob-
ably will not see too much use if it is bought. 
The C.N.R. supply boats, the 
Haven", call regularly at Burgeo. 
C.N.R. telegraph office combined. 
number of settlements regularly. 
"Bacca.lieu" and the "Bar 
There is a post office and 
The doctor's boat visits a 
8. Industries:_ Fishery Products Ltd. fish filleting plant. 
Fish meal and fish oil concentrates are also produced. 
Market and Service Area: There 
- -Island and 1 on Hunt's Island. 
the Co-op. Store at the head of 
the commercial core of Burgeo. 
ness as all the rest together. 
are 11 general stores on Granby 
Cossar's, Central Stores and 
the harbour might be considered 
They probably do as much busi-
Red Island's seven families do their shopping in Burgeo 
(Red Island is 4 miles east). Burgeo is the customs port of 
entry for most of the southwest coast, but almost all traffic 
is for the fish plants at Ramea and Burgeo. The customs ware-
house is located at the public vmarf and the custom's inspector 
is stationed here. The post office handles mail for Dog Cove, 
Grey River, Fox Island Harbour, Red Island and Coppetts. 
10. General Notes: Burgeo impresses one as being sauewhat run-
down and in decline even though the population has grown in 
the past few years. The make-up of the population is chang-
ing. The younger people of the island are moving to places . 
where there is greater opportunity. In Burgeo they are 
limited to being inshore fishermen or working on t~ draggers 
or in the fish plant. The fish plant and the draggers are 
limited in the number of people they can employ. A majority 
of the young men and women with grade XI education h~ve left 
or are leaving the island. According to the postmaster, 
Halifax, Boston and Providence are the chief areas to which 
local emigrants move. The Burgeo emigrants are bein~ re-
placed by families, a little older in average age, from the 
small outports such as Cape La Hune, Fox Island and Red Island 
etc. 
Although these immigrants provide the island with new 
housing construction a considerable number of the houses in 
the town present a drab and run-down appearance, particularly 
in the Mud Hole district. The harbour is littered with tin 
cans and other debris, including a hulk. The streets and 
yards are littered with papers, cans, etc. Another evidence 
of the lack of community spirit and the general run-down 
impression conveyed by Burgeo is that the to'V\!11 council has 
dwindled, from the seven elected in 1951, to three. Volunteers 
for public office are lacking. 
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FISHERIES 
-----
BUR GEO 
Area: Burgeo-La Poile Date~f SU£!er;_ July 7-11,1953 
1. Settlement 
-----
(a) Population (1951): Burgeo 891 (Hunt's Island 151; 
Red Island, 53). 
(b) Number of families engaged in fishingJ 45-50 in the area. 
(c) Number employed in fish plant; 135 at peak production, 
in winter and spring. 
2. Fishermen 
Total no., 74; inshore fishermen, 62 (Burgeo proper, 15), 
including Hunt's Island and Red Island. The 2 Burgeo 
draggers employ 9 local men (complements, 12 and 9), and 
3 Burgeo men work on a Danish seiner based at Burin. There 
are about 5 salmon fishermen on Hunt's Island and 5 more at 
Burgeo (Granby Island). 
3. Crew Organization 
No. of cre"WS: 39. 
family crews of 2 
rowboat. 
4. Method of Fishing 
Most of the motorboats are manned by 
men. There is one man fishing with a 
(a) Inshore fishermen use trawl gear principally, using 
traps only occasionally vtien capelin strike in. Burgeo 
fishermen have 4 salmon traps and 160 lobster traps. 
(b) Draggers, 2; motorboats or motor dories, 36 (Hunt's 
Island, 23; Granby Island or Burgeo proper, 8; Red Island, 
5). 
5. Settlement Annual Catch 
Rosefish, fresh (1952-53 season): 7.5 million l•. rd. wt. 
Cod, fresh: 3.5 million lb. 
Haddock, fresh: 2.5 million 11. 
Some halibut, flounder, grey sole, catfish. 
Lobsters (1952): 6,300 lb. 
Salmon (1952): 6,200 lb. 
6. Fish Processing Facilities 
The Burgeo filleting and fish meal plant is owned by 
Fishery Products Ltd. Production in 1952 -was 4,600,000 lb. 
fillets -- the usual about 5 million lb. a year. (Burin · 
draggers land an occasional load of fish for processing here). 
The fish meal plant produces about 1,000 tons of meal a year, 
buying about 40 per cent of the offal used from the Ramea plant 
at $7 a ton. Several thousand gallons of rosefish oil and 
·-
stickwater solubles are also turned out, and the plant 
ships out cod livers preserved in barrels. The ice-house 
will .hold 5,000 tons, ice being made in a near-by pond. 
7. Marketing 
Fishery Products Ltd. plant buys groundfish from inshore 
fishermen. A collector boat from Burnt Islands (Fishery 
Products Ltd.) buys 109sters and salmon. Frozen fillets are 
shipped principally to Providence, Rhode Island -- some to 
the Canadian mainland. 
8. Financing 
Bait and gasoline are obtained by fishermen from the 
Company in some instances on credit, b.:tt usually credit is 
small in amount and outstanding for only a month or two. 
For the most part, fishermen buy and sell for cash. 
9. Co-operative .Development 
The Burgeo co-operative s.tore has 122 members. Store . 
and stock were purchased from Fishery Products Ltd. about 
two years ago, and profits from operations are being de-
voted to retirement of this debt. Most of the co-op members 
are workers in the fish plant, but there are about 25 fisher-
man-members. 
10. The Settlement's Area of Economic Influence 
Inshore fishermen from as far away as Red Island 
(4 miles) sell their fish at the plant and buy at local 
stores. The stores buy their supplies chiefly from Sydney, 
N.S., but also from Port aux Basques and St. John's~ Two 
Company boats transport the plant's products (and lobsters) 
to New England ports. 
11. Additional Notes 
(a) Burgeo, like many other settlements, owes its name to 
the period of French occupation. The long islands of 
Ramea. were "les Rameaux" (the branches), the round 
islands of Burgeo "les Bourgeons" (the buds) • . 
(b) In late years, many of the younger people have moved 
to the Mari times ana New England to find v.ork. A number 
of families have moved into Burgeo from neighbouring 
fishing settlements to work in the fish plant. 
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-HARBOUR FACILITIES 
NAf\1E OF PLACE: 
EXISTING WHARVES: 
EXISTII1JG BREAKWATERS: 
APPROACHES FROivI THE SEA: 
FOG CONDITIONS: 
STORM CONDITIONS: 
ICE CONDITIONS: 
TIDAL PECULIARITIES: 
NATURE OF BOTTOM: 
POSSIBILITIES OF PROVIDING 
-~JHARFAGE AND SHELTER: 
DREDGING REQUIRED: 
AVAILABILITY OF CONSTRUCTION 
MATERIALS: 
EVG: July 8, 1953· 
BURGEO. 0 Latitude 47°36i'N. Long.57 36i'W 
Chart l~o. 272 
(On Grandby Island) 
Public ~fuarf at mouth of a cove 
on south side of Grandby Island 
is of combination timber pile-
work and cribwork construction, 
132' long and from 24' to 47' 
wide. There is a freight shed 
20' x 70' parallel to face of 
wharf and 24' from it. 
Attached to the wharf and exten-
ding north from it is a small 
boat landing 7' wide and 47' long. 
There is access by narrow rough 
road to the village from the 
wharf. At the head of the cove, 
north of the wharf, is a small 
wharf used by the Hospital and 
Police. There is a large 
private wharf for draggers, long 
liners, etc. at the fish plant 
in Short Reach. There are also 
many small private landing 
wharves around Grandby Island 
and adjacent Islands, also two 
public landings or slips on 
I1:Iorgan Island. 
Nil. Harbour surrounded by 
islands and rocks, is naturally 
sheltered. 
Dangerous in weather with poor 
visibility, particularly from the 
south and west. 
About the worst on the southwest 
coast. 
Plenty of shelter among the 
islands, once a vessel is inside. 
No ice. 
None 
Generally stoney and rock. 
If additional wharfage were re-
quired a detailed survey would 
likely reveal several suitable 
sites. 
None at present. 
Rock only locally available. 
LOCATION: 
AGRICULTURE : 
SOILS: 
CROPS: 
LIVESTOCK: 
POTENT I.AL : 
J..GlUOULTURBl 
:BURGEO DATE: 8-7-53. 
Small number of subsistence type gardens producing 
minor amounts of vegetables. 
No mineral soils - Heavy layer of raw, peaty 
organic matter overlies granite and pegmatite 
bedrock. 
Potatoes, cabbage and turnips grown in veey 
small quantities. 
Two cows, one horse and approximately twelve 
sheep maintained in the area. Minor numbers 
of hens and rabbits kept. 
No agricultural potential due to lack of soil, 
raw peat cover and excessive rock outcrop. 
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LITTLE BAY (LA POIIE BAY) 
1. Position: 47° 41' N. 58° 24' w. 
2. Po ulation: About 28 families with a total population of 149 
195 census). According to the Rose Blanche doctor there are 
61 children under the age of 14. 
3. Description of Settlement: Little Bay is a collection of fisher-
men's houses located on either side of Little Bay, a drowned east-
'WBSt river valley which runs into the fiord called La Poile Bay. 
The valley sides are granite hills rising to about 150 feet 
a.s.l. The south shore is wooded almost to the rolling plain 
level, spruce and birch being the dominates. 
The greater part of the settlement is strung along the 
nort.1 side of the bay 30 to 60 feet above the water level. The 
houses are unpainted, the grounds dirty. Along the shore are 
the small fish sheds of the fishermen. There are only 6 houses 
on the southern side, but the church and post office are located 
here as well. There are several gardens in the community and 
almost every home keeps a few chickens. There are two small 
stores - one on each bank. 
4. Government and Services: (~) Local government - None. 
(b) Fire protection - None. 
(c) Police protection - None. 
(d) Medical facilities - None (Rose Blanche doctor). 
(e) Provincial and federal agencies - None. 
{f) Schools - Anglican schools: A one-room school (41 pupils) 
oh the north side and one held in the church (8 pupils) on 
the south side. 
(g) Sanitation - Settlement· on north side very dirty. The south 
side. is relatively clean. Usual outport arrangements. 
(h) Water supply - Good. Streams (one on each side) provide 
sufficient fresh water al though they are somewhat polluted 
by refuse and farn1 animals. 
(i) Power and fuel - No electricity; coal and firewood used. 
5. Religious Organization: Anglican community - part of the Rose 
Blanche parish. 
6. Recreation and Entertainment: None organized. 
7. Com.~unications: A trail le~ds south from the post office to 
West Point, a settlement of about 26 frunilies about 4 miles away. 
The C. N.R. supply boat, the nBaccalieu",, makes scheduled stops at 
Little Bay, anchoring in the bay. 
Local fishing boa ts and fish collecting boats ply to and 
from Res e Blanche, Petites,, and other neighbouring settlements. 
The post office handles mail for West Point and a telegraph 
schedule is maintRinen with Burgeo. There is a telephone line 
to We st Point. 
8. Commercial Activities: Two very small stores cater to local 
demands. 
9. Industries: Fishing. 
10. Market and Service Area: The stores supply most of the local 
demands, although mail order buying is increasing. The fish 
catch is sold to the Burnt Islands fish filleting plant, but 
since this plant was closed at the time of the survey there was 
no market for the catch. The store on the north side is supp-
lied from Petites, "While the south side store is supplied from 
Port aux Basques. 
FISHERIES 
-----
LITTLE BAY (LA POILE) 
Area: Burgeo-La P_?,.~~~ Dat~. ~f Survey: July 13, 1953 
1. Settlement 
-----
(a) Population (1951) 144. 
(b) No. of families engaged in fishing: 32. 
(c) No. of :rren in other occupations: Nil. 
2. Fishermen 
Total no: 6 now; up to 40 in season. 
3. Crew_Q!ganizat~52£ 
No. of crews: 5-15. 
4. Method of Fishi.~ 
{a) Mainly trawl gear, 2 tubs to a rowboat, 6 (50-fathom) lines 
per tub; the schooner usually has 8 or 10 tubs or 45-50 lines 
of trawl out. Lobster traps, 260; salmon traps, 14. 
(b) Jack boats or schooners, l; motor dories, 2; motorboats, 4; 
rowboats, 6. 
5. Settlement Annual Catch 
-
A·nnual catch of cod is not kno"Ml. Little ground.fish has 
been caught since the Burnt Islands filleting plant closed in 
March. Motor boats bring in 2 or 3 cwt. cod or 3 to 4 cwt. of 
rosefish in a day's catch. The schooner brings in 2,000 to 
4,.000 lb. per one-day trip. About one-third of the catch is 
rosefish from the deep water of the Bay,, the rest mainly cod. 
Some herring is caught in the spring, and a few mackerel, cat-
fish, haddock, and halibut. There are only a few lobster 
fishermen, who have caught in total 1500-1700 lb. in a season, 
but less in 1953. Little salmon vvas caught this (1953) season --
about 1,300 lb. last year. 
6. Fish Processing Facilities 
There are no processing facilities. Fishermen cure a little 
salt cod for their own use by drying it on the beach. 
7. Marketing 
Collector boats transport the fresh cod to the Fishery 
Products Ltd. filleting plant at Burnt Islands when it is oper-
ating. Lobsters and salmon are also collectQd by the Burnt 
Islands plant. 
8. Financing 
Gear and supplies are mostly bought far cash,, but there is 
some credit given by Robert Newman's branch store at 1'3st 
Point, 2 miles away on the south coast. 
• 
I 
9. Co-operative Development 
There is no co-operative in Little Bay. 
10. The Settlement's Area of Economic Influence 
Many buy from the store in West Point owned by Robert 
Newman of Petites. Some supplies come from Port aux Basques 
on the C.N.R. coastal steamers. 
11. Additional Notes 
Mr. T.~ Seel~eur, retired merchant, at one time main-
tained a flourisning business on the south side of the Bay, 
but sold out to John Penny and Sons and many of the buildings 
were moved to Rari1J~. He lives in a large house that is about 
seventy-five years olrt, havin~ been constructed of timbers 
brought from England. 
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HARBOUR FACILITIES 
NAIV~E OF PLACE: 
EXISTING WHARVES: 
EXIS'rING BREAKw"ATER.S: . 
APPROACHES FROM THE SEA: 
FOG CONDIT):Ol~S: 
STORM CONDITIONS: 
ICE CONDITIONS: 
TIDAL PECULIARITIES: 
NATURE OF BOTTOIJI: 
POSSIBILITIES OF PROVIDING 
\!'lHARFAGE Al\JD SHELTER: 
DREDGING REQUIRED: 
AVAILABILITY OF CONSTRUCTION 
lVIA TERIALS: 
EVG: July 12 & 13, 1953· 
LITTLE BAY (La Poile) 
Latitude 
Chart No. 2142 
Only private fish stages 
None - quite well sheltered 
naturally. 
Fairly good; through La Poile 
Bay. 
Poor, typical of south coast. 
Easterly and southeasterly 
gales are worst. 
Occasionally freezes, outside 
occasionally blocked by sea ice 
pushed around from Gulf of St. 
Lawrence by southwesterly winds. · 
1Jone. 
Stoney 
Quite good: There is a submerged 
crib at site of former public 
wharf on south side of the 
harbour. 
l~one. 
Only rock available locally, 
structural timbers and piling 
from mainland Canada •. 
LOCATION: 
.ti.GRIOUL!L'UHE : 
SOILS: 
CROPS: 
LIVESTOCK: 
POTENTIAL: 
AGRICULTURE 
Little ]ay - Lapoile. DATE: 13-7-53. 
Small subsistence type gardens producing minor 
amounts of vegetables. 
No mineral soil - a raw, peaty organic mat overlies 
the granite bedrock and rubble. 
Potatoes, cabbage and minor a.mounts of turnips 
and carrots produced. 
SnaJ.l quantities of hay cut on adjacent marshy 
sections. 
Approximately fifty sheep in tho area, with a 
minor number of hens, ducks and rabbits oaintaincd. 
No agricultural potential due to lack of soil and 
oxcossivo rock outcrop. 
PETITES 
View north•west across the harbour 
...... . -·® 
' 
"""". 
United Church and School 
-
Old site of public wharf, from the south 
PETITES 
1. Population: About 42 families (168 people in 1951). 
2. Description: The settlement is concentrated about a harbour 
near the entrance of Bay le Moyne, a large fiord on the south 
coast. The harbour is located in a northeast - southwest 
trcrluing drowned faulted valley. North of the head of the 
harbour a string of ponds and streams leads into the interior. 
The sides of the harbour are red granite hills rising steeply 
out of the water to elevations of up to 100 feet. The crest 
of the hills forms a rolling rock plain with rock-basin ponds 
and moss meadows. 
The houses are generall:r in good repair and the settle-
ment is fairly clean. The houses cling to the upper parts 
of the slopes or on the crest of the hills vb.ere the land is 
a little flatter. The only commercial enterprise in Petites 
is located on the east side of the harbour (see sketch map). 
Th.ere are a few gardens. Almost every household keeps a few 
chickens. 
The settlement contains a small United Church and a two-
room school. 
3. Government and Services: (a) Local government - None. 
(b) Fire protection - None organized. 
(c) Police protection - None. 
(d) Medical facilities - None (doctor at Rose Blanche). 
(e) Provincial and federal agencies - None. 
(f) Schools - Tvro-room United Church school (only one room 
currently occupied) with about 40 pupils, teaches up to 
Grade XI. 
(g) Sanitation - Usual outport arrangement. 
(h) Water - Drinking water is present in great supply in all 
the ponds. The ponds also prcxluce ice for the fresh fish 
catch. 
4. Religious Organization: Entire settlement belongs to the 
.United Church. Resident minister (each year a new man is sent 
out fran the theological college for a 12-month term). 
5. Recreation and Entertainment: Church socials. 
6. Communications: Post office, with mail via Rose Blanche. 
Telephone line to Rose Blanche (lan:l line), connecting with 
the telegraph. NeVfTl.an Bros. ship visits Sydney, Halifax, etc. 
It is used to pick up fresh fish from Little Bay to Isle aux 
Marts. C.N.R. supply boat drops supplies at Rose Blanche. 
7. Industries: Fishing. Granite was quarried here years ago and 
shipped to st. John's as building stone. 
8. Market and Service Area: One store owned by Newman Brothers 
supplies local denands and through branches also supplies 
Harbour Le Cou and Little Bay. Supplies are obtained from 
Sydney and Halifax and trans~orted to Petites by Newnan Bros. 
-FISHERIES 
PETITES 
Area: Burgeo-La Poile Date of Survey: July 13, 1953 
1. Settlement 
(a) Population (1951 census): 168 , 
(b) No. of families engaged in fishing: 35-400 
(c) Other occupations: Construction employment for other 
occupations in Port aux Basques or on the mainlando 
2. Fishermen 
Total no.: 11 at present. 
3. QE~~Organization 
A one-dory skiff has 4 men (6 shares, including one for boat 
and approximately one for fuel, bait, and gear); a two-dory 
skiff 6 men (8shares). 
4. Method of Fishing 
(a) Mainly trawl, 6 tubs of 8 lines per dory. Hand lining 
from rovrooats in the autumn. Lo9ster traps, 300; salmon 
nets, 30. 
(b) Jack boats (skiffs), 6 (of which 2 are freighting and 2 
idle this year); motor boats, 3. 
5. Settlement Annual Catch 
(a) Cod fish, fresh: not known. A 2-dory skiff could catch 
750,000 lb. or more in a season, October to May, if the 
filleting plant could take all that vvas caught. 
(b) Salmon: 6,000 lb. in average season. Less than usual in 1953. 
(c) Lobsters (1953i: 2,400 lb. 
(d) Rosefish, catfish, halibut, haddock,. herring, in small 
amounts. 
6. Fish Processing Facilities 
Sheds and stages appear adequate. Robert Newman has 
facilities for wet-salting. 
7. Marketing 
8. 
A collector boat from Rose Blanche hauls fresh groundfish 
to Fisheries Products Ltd. filleting plants at Burnt Islands 
and (occasionally) Isle aux Morts. After filleting plants 
closed this year, Robert Newman bought fish for pickling, but 
stopped after his first load of wet-salted was sold. Salmon 
and lobsters are also sold via collector boat to Burnt Islands. 
Financing 
Credit is advanced ay the local IIErchant, Robert Newman, 
for gear and provisions, for as much as a year in time. 
• • 
9. Co-operative Development 
None. 
10. The Settlement's Area of Economic Influence 
·- -- - · 
Petites is economically dependent upon Fisheries 
Products Ltd. plants at Burnt Islands and Isle aux Morts 
to buy the fish catch. Newman Brothers have stores in 
Petites and Rose Blanche, and branch stores at W3st Point 
and Harbour Le Gou. 
11. Additional Notes 
------
(a) A skiff from Petites was lost at sea with seven men on 
December 18, 1951. 
(b) Fifteen or more fishermen were absent from the settle-
ment looking for work or v-.orking on the mainland and at 
Port aux Basques • 
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-HARBOUR FACILITIES 
NAME OF PLACE: 
EXISTI~JG WHARVES: 
EXISTING BREAKWATERS:: 
APPROACHES FROM THE SEA: 
FOG CONDITIONS: 
STORNi CONDITIONS: 
ICE C01'JDITIONS: 
TIDAL PECULIARITIES: 
NATURE OF BOTTO!VI : 
POSSIBILITIES OF PROVIDING 
WHARFAGE AND SHELTER: 
DREDGING REQUIRED: 
AVAILABILITY OF CONSTRUCTION 
tJ!:ATER IALS: 
EVG: July 13, 1953· 
PETITES 
Latitude 47°36~•N Long.58°38 1W 
Chart No. 1243 
• 
Newman's, at east side of 
entrance, is 55'along the face 
and has 10' to 13' of water in 
front .. 
None; fairly well sheltered 
naturally but south and south 
west gales cause heavy surging 
in the harbour .• 
Difficult without local 
knowledge .• 
Poor; typical of south coast .• 
South and southwest gales are 
worst. 
Occasionally blocked with sea 
ice from the Gulf of St.Lawrence. 
Freezes rarely. 
None. 
Rock. 
Not much space. Old public 
wharf restricted the channel 
badly. If new wharf required it 
might better be located just 
south of old site. 
N·one practical. 
Only rock locally available: it 
is red granite with good cleavage, 
excellent for cut stone work. 
Timber from lVIainland of Canada. 
• 
LOCATION: 
SOILS: 
Clt>PS: 
LIVESTOCK: 
POTENTIAL: 
AGRICULTURE 
PETITES DATE: 13-7-53. 
Small subsistence type gardens producing minor 
amounts of vegetables. 
Sono small sections of residual soil woathored 
in small pockets fron granite bedrock. Arca 
generally covered with a raw, peaty organic mat. 
Potatoes, cabbage and minor amounts of turnips, 
carrot and beet produced. 
Approximately forty shoop maintained, together 
with ninor numbers of hons. 
No agricultural potential duo to lack of soil ruid 
almost continuous rock outcrop. 
HARBOUR LE COU 
• 
The Harbour fran the south-east 
, ' Iii! 
a 
·- ·-
• 
Eastward view 
I 
VieWJ north-we st 
FISHERIES 
' l 
HARBOUR LE cau 
Area: Burgeo-La Poile Date of Survey: July 13, 1953 
---
1. Settlement 
(a) Population (1953): 202. 
(b) Number of families engaged in fishings 30 (approx.). 
(c) Other occupations: None. 
2. Fishennen 
Total no: 38. 
No. of crews: 12-13. Sharemen, 12-14. 
4. ~~ethod of fishing 
(a) Trawl gear used principally. Salmon traps, 3; salmon nets, 
18; lobster traps, 125. All skiffs have sword-fishing gear. 
(b) Jack boats or skiffs (2-dory), 3; snappers, l; motor dories, 
5; motorboats, 2; row dories, 5. 
5. Settlement Annual Catch 
(a) Codfish constitutes most of the catch, but production was 
limited in 1953 because Burnt Islands and Isle aux Marts 
filleting plants closed early in the spring. 
(b) Salmon, fresh (1953): 4~500 lb. 
(c) Lobsters (1953): 2,000 lb. 
(d) Some herring for bait; small quantities of haddock, catfish, 
halibut. 
6. Fish Processing Facilities 
- ·-
Nilo Flakes no longer used, since very little cod is dried. 
7. Marketing 
Settlement sells groundfish via collector boats to Burnt 
Islands and occasionally Isle aux I.Viorts filleting plants. Salmon 
and lobsters are also collected for Burnt Islands. 
8. Financing 
Newman Brothers branch store at Harbour Le Cou gives credit 
for gear and provisions. Purchases are largely on a cash basis 
when fishermen are working. 
9. Co-operative De~lopment 
None. 
10. The Settlement's Area of Economic Influence 
--------------------,-~-
Harbour Le Cou is connected with Rose Blanche by a rough 
and winding trail about l~ miles long; supplies from Rose 
Blanche are usually carried by boat, however, a distance of 
4 or 5 miles by sea. The settlement is dependent upon the 
filleting plants at Burnt Islands and Isle aux Morts for sale 
of the groundfish catch. 
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-HARBOUR FACILITIES 
NAlVIE OF PLACE: 
EXISTING WHARVES: 
EXISTING BREAK',vATERS: 
APPROACHES FROM THE SEA: 
FOG CONDITIONS: 
STORM CONDITIONS: 
ICE CONDITIONS: 
TIDAL PECULIARITIES: 
NATURE OF BOTTOM: 
POSSIBILITIES OF PROVIDING 
WHARFAGE AND SHELTER: 
DREDGING REQUIRED: 
AVAILABILITY OF CONSTRUCTION 
MATERIALS: 
EVG: July 13, 1953· 
Harbour le Gou 
Latitude 47°47!'N Long.58°41 1W 
Chart No. 1243 
Outer end of breakwater, 20' 
wide, decked for 35', use4 as 
public wharf for schooners. 
Newman's Store has a schooner 
wharf and there are several 
fish stages around the harbou~. 
Timber cribwork, about 150' 
long by 20' wide, at southeast 
corner of the Harbour. 
Fairly good for small vessels 
with local knowledge. 
Poor; usual for southwest coast 
Northeast and southeast are 
worst; harbour protected by 
high hills from other winds. 
Freezes occasionally; outside 
occasionally blocked by sea ice 
from Gulf of St.Lawrence. 
None 
Rocks, gravel & boulders, also 
a little sand. 
Additional wharfage requirements 
not apparent. If additional pro-
tection from southeast is needed 
the breakwater could be extend~d, 
at the same time providing added 
wharf age. 
Old cut at inner end of harbour 
said to be somewhat .silted up: 
fully loaded coal vessels ground 
at low tide. 
Only rock available locally. 
Heavy timber from mainland of 
Canada. 
LOCATION: 
AGRICUL1URID: 
• 
SOILS: 
CBOPS: 
LIVESTOCK: 
POTENTIAL: 
AGRI CULTtram 
H.ABBOUR LE COU DATE: 13-7-53. 
Snall nunbor of subsistence typo gardens producing 
oinor amounts of vegetables • 
Soall patches of residual soil weathered fron 
granite and gneiss bedrock. Greater part of 
tho area ovorlB.in 1i11i th ralr<r, poaty orgnnic ~attor. 
Potatoes and cabbage, with ninor quantities of 
other roots. 
Appro..~inatoly thirty sheep in tho area. Minor 
numbers of hons naintaincd. 
No agricultural potential because of excessive 
rock outcrop and lack of soil. 
.. 
ROSE BLANCHE 
View of town and harbour from the north-east 
The harbour, looking north 
(Public wharf on the let"t) 
View south-west 
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ReSE BLANCHE 
1. Population: 680 people in 1951. 
2. Description: Rose Blanche is built on a number of granite hills 
rising steeply from the sea to elevations of about 350 feet. 
The houses cluster on the hill sides about 3 sheltered coves, 
the central one of vvhich is the main harbour. The central 
harbour is lined with fish sheds and wharves. At its south-
western end is the public Wharf. Overlooking the public wharf 
is the government building housing the post office and tele-
graph office and the district doctor's office. 
The various parts of the settlement are linked by paths 
a.bout 6 feet wi. de which be come quite rugged mere they cross 
bedrock outcrops. A road leads north up the hill at the north 
end of the harbour past the Anglican school, the .Ao,glican 
Church and the large Orange Hall towards Harbour Le Cou, two 
miles across the plateau surface. 
3. Government and Services: (a) Local government - None. 
(b) Fire protection - None. 
(c) Police protection - None. · 
(d) Medical facilities - Doctor and doctor's boat stationed 
here. District extends from Margaree to Grand Bruit. 
(e) Provincial and federal agencies - None, except medical 
• service. 
(f) Schools - Four-room Anglican school teaches up to Grade XI. 
(g) Sanitation - Usual outport facilities. The settlement is 
well littered with cans and papers. 
(h) Water Supply - Shallow wells. A porid on the plateau sur-
face near the Orange Lodge is also used. The water supply 
could be improvedt since a large number of ponds and 
streams on the plateau are not used at present. 
(i) Power and fuel - No electricity; coal used for heating • 
. 
4. Religious Organization: Church of England conununity. Large 
church building. 
5. Recreation and Entertainment: Orange Lodge and church socials. 
Movies shown twice weekly in Orange Lodge. 
6. Communications: - Rough road leads north 2 miles to Harbour Le 
Cou. C.N.R. Supply boats "Bacca.lieu" and "Bar Haven" make 
scheduled stops all year, and coa.stal freighters from Sydney 
also make regular calls. Fishing boats are in use in all 
seasons, and horses and carts are for local transport within 
the settlement. There is a post office and telegraph office. 
7. Industries: Fishing. Fish bait depot (cold storage) located here. 
8. Market and Service Area: Eight stores serve the local market and 
some of the demands of Harbour Le Gou, their supplies coming 
mainly from Sydney. Supplies for Harbour Le Cou and Petit6s- are 
often landed he re. The telegraph office has a telephone line to 
Petites and Harbour Le Cou, and these settlements also have mail 
service through the Rose Blanche post office. 
FISHERIES 
ROSE BLANCHE 
Area: Burgeo-La Poilo Date of Survey: July 13 and 14,1953 
1. Settlement 
(a) 
(b) 
( c) 
Population (1953): 710. 
No. of families engaged in fishing: 75 (approx· }· 
Other occupations: Some fishermen engaged in road 
struction ( reliof vvork) in the town .• 
2. Fishermen 
Total no: 86. 
3. Crew Organization 
--- -
4. No. of crews: 25-27. 
4. Method of F~shing 
con-
(a) Mainly trawl gear. Salmon nets., 41; salmon traps, 4; 
lobster traps, 315. 
(b) Jackboats, 10; snappers, 2; motor boats or motor dories, 15. 
5. Settlement Annual Catch 
(a) The codfish catch is limited to the amount that could be sold 
for filleting -- about 40,000 lb. a day, or around 7 million 
lb. for the season, if plants were operating throughout the 
season. The 1952-53 catch was much less because the fillet-
ing plants closed early in the spring. 
(b) Lobsters, alive: 7,000 lb. (approx.). 
(c) Small amounts of haddock, rosefish, and halibut, and herring 
for bait. 
6. Fi~h Processing Facilities 
The bait depot, ovmed by Mr. w.s. Strickland, has capacity 
for 600,000 lb. of herring and squid, tho greater part of vtiich 
is brought in frozen by the government bait ship Arctica, mainly 
from Fortune Bay and Ferryland. 
7. ~~arketing 
Burnt Islands plant collector takes some fish from Rose 
Blanche,, but amount is limited; likewise, . Isle aux Morts plant 
will take fish from Rose Blanche to supplement local supply. 
Mr. James Dolomount, Rose Blanche merchant, buys salmon and 
lobsters for shipment to mainland Canada and New England. He 
estimated that 80,000 lb. of lobsters were collected for thds 
season from the area Connoire to Burnt Islands (of vllhich he 
bought. half). Rose Blanche collected 190 cases of fresh 
salmon, or about 32,000 lb., this year, compared with 40,000 lb. 
last year. 
8. Financing 
Fishermen are obtaining credit for provisions from local 
stores largely because fishing has been discontinued with closing 
of filleting plants. Credit is limited to about $100 at any one 
store. 
9. Co-operative Development, 
None. 
10. The Settlement's Area of Economic Influence 
---
Salmon and lobsters are collected from the area Connoire 
to Burnt Islands, and bait is supplied to the same area. 
Supplies are shipped in from P0rt aux Basques,, St~ John's, 
and the mainland. 
11. Additional Notes 
.. 
Some fishermen are working at road-building in the town 
for relief wages -- sixty cents an hour for half the time 
worked, the other half without pay. With little income from 
fishing while Burnt Islands and Isle aux Morts filleting plants 
are closed, the fishermen's families are dependent upon savings, 
credit, and/or family allowances and old-age pensions. 
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HARBOUR FACILITIES 
NMJIE OF PLACE: 
EXISTING WHARVES: 
EXISTING BREAK-vl/ATERS: 
APPROACHES FROfJl THE SEA: 
FOG CONDITIONS: 
STORM CONDITIONS: 
ICE CONDITIONS: 
TIDAL PECULIARITIES: 
NATURE OF BOTTOM: 
POSSIBILITIES OF PROVIDING 
WHARFAGE AND SHELTER: 
DREDGING REQUIRED: 
AVAILABILITY OF CONSTRUCTION 
l\1ATERIALS : 
EVG: July 13 & 14, 1953· 
F~ose Blanche 
Latitude 47°36'N Long.58°41~'W 
Chart No • . 1243 
Public wharf 75' x 50', where 
coastal steamers call, is fitted 
with freight shed. . 
Several hundred feet of private · 
wharf age around the main harbour · 
accommodates many schooners, and 
small ships. 
Bait depot wharf on south side 
of the harbour. 
None: only westerly gales cause 
surging in the harbour near the 
public and adjacent wharves. 
Good. 
Poor, usual for southwest coast. 
Quite good. 
~eldom freezes: occasionally 
blocked with sea ice from Gulf 
of St. Lawrence. 
!~one. 
11ocky. 
Best sites taken: Doubtful if more 
wharfage needed, but detailed 
survey would probably reveal 
additional sites on south side. 
High land makes access to 
village difficult. 
Some filling reported in inner 
harbour: probably accumulation 
of rubbish~ 
Only rock available locally: 
timber and piling from mainland 
of Canada. 
LOCATION: 
AGRICULTURE: 
SOILS: 
C:EOPS: 
LIVESTOCK: 
POTENTIAL: 
AGRIOULTUR'Bl 
·. 
ROSE BWTCRm DATE: 13-7-53. 
Small subsistence typo gardens producing minor 
amounts of vegetables. 
Small pockets of soil derived from downslope 
detritus and residual weathering of bedrock. 
Arca generally covered with a peaty organic 
oat whore outcrop does not occur. 
Cabbage, potatoes and turnips grown, all in 
ninor quantities. 
Moderate number of shoep in the area and a 
minor number of hens maintained. 
No agricultural potential due to lack of soil, 
steep hilly topography and continuous rock 
outcrop. 
BURNT ISLANDS 
-
. 
• 
Looking west to the island from the mainland 
-• 
-
Mainland settlement fran the harbour 
BURNT ISLANDS 
1. Population: An estimated 77 families live on the mainland and 
42 on the island. €01 people in 1951. 
2. Description: Burnt Islands' settlement includes agglomerations 
on a rolling rock plain on the south coast and two adjacent 
islands. The large island houses one-third of the people in 
the settlement whilst the smaller one contains the fish fillet-
ing plant,, Burnt Islands' only industrial activity. In 
general the settle:rrent is drab-looking and quite dirty. Paths 
link the. houses -- some well beaten, some quite indistinct. 
The rolling rock knob hills on which the houses are built rise 
80 to 100 feet above the sea. 
3. Government and Services: (a) Local government - None. 
(b) Fire protection - None. 
(c) Police protection - None. 
(d) Medical facilities - None. 
( e) 
{f) 
Provincial and federal agencies - None. 
Schools - Two-room Anglican school on the 
a two-room Anglican school on the island. 
Grade XI. 
mainland,, and 
Both reach 
(g) Sanitation - Usual outport facilities, but tin cans, papers, 
animal droppings litter the place. Many of the houses are 
small and unpainted. 
(h) Water supply - Wells on the island. These often run dry 
and water has to be brought from the mainland in dories. 
On the mainland shallow wells and a pond behind the church 
are used. The wells often run dry in summer. 
{i) Power and fuel - Fish ;lant is electrified. No electricity 
for any of the housing. Coal is used for fuel {costs the 
consumer $20.00 per ton). 
4. Religious o:ganization: Church of England community. Churo~ 
building. 
5. Recreation and Enter~~nment. Orange Lodge (lodge building) 
and church socials. 
6. Communications: Post office and telegraph office. Telephone 
line to Rose Blanche and to Port aux Basques. Transportation 
service by small coastal supply boats in addition to Sydney 
supply boats. Dories and pony and cart used within the cornm-
uni ty. 
Industries: Fishing. 
the Survey visited the 
when operating and has 
The fish filleting plant was closed when 
settlement. The plant employs 80 to 100 
a capacity of 3 million pounds of fillets. 
8. Market and Service Area: Six small stores on the mainland and 
four small ones on the island cater to local demands. Cod is 
bought from as far east as Grand Bruit, and salmon from Cape La 
Hune to Isle aux Marts. Supplies are obtained from Sydney and 
Port aux Basques. 
FISHERIES 
-
BURl-JT ISLANDS 
Area: Burgeo-La Poile _, __ Date of Survey: July 14, 1953 
1. Settlement 
---···---
(a) Population (1951): EOl. 
(b) No. of families engaged in fishing: 45 (approx.). 
(c) No. employed by fish plant: Maximum (in iee-eutting 
season), 140; in plant alone, 80. 
2. Fishermen 
Total no.: 50. There were 8 or 10 lobste~ fishermen, 9 salmon 
fishermen. 
3. Crew Organization 
No. of crews: 20. 
4. ~ethod of Fi~hing 
(a) Mainly trawl gear; some hand-lining in the autumn months. 
Salmon nets, 34; lobster traps, 220. '·::..•:...i 1 - •• ~ i 
(b) skiffs, 7; ·!;ong-liners, l; motorboats and motor dories, 12 .. 
5. Settlement Annual Catch 
(a) Codfish, fresh: 3 million lb. 
(b) Salmon, fresh: 7,000 lb. (in 1952: 17,000 lb.). 
(c) Lobsters, alive; 6,000 lb,(in 1952: 7,750 lb.). 
(d) Haddock, flounder, catfish: 20.000 lb. each. 
6. Fish Processing Facilities 
-- -----
The local filleting plant, owned by Fishery Products Ltd., 
has a capacity nf up t o 10 million lb. of fresh fish, or 3 
million lb. of fillets a year. Plant has storage room for 
250,000 lb. fillets and 40,000 lb. of bait. The ice house 
capacity is 4,000 tons with a grinder-crusher, engine, and saw 
to handle the ice. The plant wharf has a 20-fcot depth of 
water at one end. 
7. Mark.B ting _. ____ ....., 
8. 
Groundf ish are sold to the filleting plant. The plant 
sends collector boats to nearby settlements, to supplement the 
local supply and keep production lines full. Company boats 
also buy salmon and lobsters from Cape La Hune to Isle aux Morts. 
Cod was sold for 2 cents a pound this year, catfish for 3 cents. 
Salmon brough the fisherman 30 to 40 cen~s, lobsters 30 cents~ 
The long-liner sells halibut at Corner Brook or Maritimes ports. 
Financing 
Most buying and selling is now on a cash basis. The fish 
plant being shut down, fishermen obtain some provisions on credit. 
9. Qo-operative Develo~~nt 
None. 
10. The Settlement's Area of Economic Influence 
Fish are collected from Grand Bruit, La Poile, West Point, 
Petites, Harbour Le Gou, and Rose Blanche. Bait is obtained 
from Rose Blanche depot. 
11. Additional Notes 
(a) The fish plant has been in Burnt Islands for 12 years. 
Originally, the Chaulk brothers operate~ a fish pickling 
plant, but they sold out to Fishery Produots Ltd., and 
are now manager and plant engineer, ~espectively. 
(b) A fisherman stated that a tub of trawl8 of 6 fifty-fathom 
lines, would cost $42.00. A motorboat fi~herman would use 
4 or 5 gallons of gasoline a day, costin~ 35 cents a 
gallon. Bait cost 3 cents a pound for herring and 5 cents 
for squid. 
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HARBOUR FACILITIES 
NArvIE OF PLACE: 
EXISTING vJHARVES: 
E2CISTING BREAl(Vv ATERS: 
APPROACHES FROM THE SEA: 
FOG CONDITIONS: 
STORIV~ CONDITIONS: 
ICE CONDITIONS: 
TIDAL PECULIARITIES: 
NATURE OF BOTTOM: 
POSSIBILITIES OF PROVIDING 
WHARFAGE AND SHELTER: 
DREDGING REQUIRED: 
AVAILABILITY OF CONSTRUCTION 
r~ATERIALS: 
EVG: July 14, 1953· 
Burnt Islang 
Latitude 47 36'N Long. 58°53'W 
Chart No. 1243 
Public Wharf, about 175' long 
and 20' wide, of timber crib-
work, available for vessels 
drawing less than 12' of water. 
There is a small boat landing 
about 500' north of the wharf 
to serve people coming from 
adjacent islands and bays~ 
The Fish Plant on the west side 
Of the VVIslandiV hc;lS a private 
wharf to accommodate draggers, 
trawlers, etc -. 
Public wharf acts as breakwater 
to small boat harbour. 
rrhere are two fairly good 
entrances from the sea. 
Poor; usual for south coast. 
Open to west and southwest 
between islands. 
Occasionally the harbour jammed with sea ice from 
Gulf of St. Lawrence. 
None 
Rocky 
• J.S 
the 
Not apparent without detailed 
survey. 
None 
Rock only available locally. 
' 
LOCATION':. 
.'l..GRIOULTURID: 
SOILS: 
CROPS: 
• 
LIVES'roCX: 
POTENTIAL: 
• 
AGRICULTURE 
BURNT ISL.ANDS. DATE: 14-7-53. 
Very few subsistoncc typo gardens producing 
minor amounts of vegetables. 
• 
Except for a few pockets of soil weathered 
from granite bedrock, tho whole area is 
covered with a raw peaty organic mat over 
bedrock. 
Potatoes nn.d cabbage arc tho only vegetables 
produced • 
Approximately one hundred shoop in tho area, 
together with minor numbers of hons. 
No agricultural potential due to lack of soil 
and excessive rock outcrop • 
ISLE AUX 1'110RTS 
1. Population: 664 people in 1951. 
2. Description: Isle aux Morts is built on a gently rolling coast-
al plain. The houses cluster around the edges of several 
shallow coves, joined by a good pathway. The area behind 
(i.e. north of) the settlement is a low peat plain dotted with 
ponds. At the southeastern edge of the community are the build-
ings and docks of the fish filleting plant. 
3. Government and Services: {a) Local government - None. 
{b) Fire protection - None. 
(c) Police protection - None. 
(d) Medical facilities - Four-bed cottage hospital with one 
registered nurse. The local hursing district takes in 
Fox Roost and Margaree to the west. The hospital was 
closed vvhen the Survey reached Isle aux Morts. 
(e) Provincial and federal agencies - None. 
(f) Schools - Three-room Anglican school with two roonsbeing 
added. Teach up to grade XI. 
(g) Sanitation - Usual outport facilities. 
(h) Water supply - Shallow wells v.hich often run dry in 
summer. Residents intend to dam the creek and pond 
west of the church and Orange Hall and utilize the water 
for domestic purposes. 
(i) Povver and fuel - Fish plant and hospital 
the rest of the community is without it. 
domestic fuel used. 
have electricity; 
Coal is the 
4. Reli~ious Organization: Anglican community; Church building 
in the community. 
5. Recreation and Entertainment: Orange Lodge and church socials. 
Occasional movies. Orange Lod.ge building. 
6. Communications: Local fishing boats and horse and cart. 
Supplies are brought by small coastal boats from Port aux Basques, 
and Sydney. Post office and telephone line to Port aux Basques. 
Industries: Fishing. 
100 when operating. 
fillets per year. 
Fish filleting plant which employs about 
Capacity is about 3 million pounds of 
8. Market and Service Area: Ten small stores serve the community. 
Supplies are obtained in Port aux Basques and Sydney. Cod 
collected from Rose Blanche to Fox Roost when the fish plant is 
operating, and bait comes from Port aux Basques or Rose Blanche. 
FISHERIES 
ISLE AUX MORTS 
Area: Burgeo-La Poile 
-
Date of Suryey: July 14, 1953 
1. Settlement 
-
(a) Population (1951 census): 664 
(b) No. of families engaged i~ fishing: 45 (appro¥-l. 
( c) No. employed by Fishery Products Ltd. pl~nt: l~O .. (at peak of 
production). 
2. Fishermen 
Total number: 56. Salmon fishermen, 2; lobster fishermen, 6. 
The re are 4 plant workers "Who fish part-time in row boa ts. 
3. Crew Organization 
--- .. _ 
No. of crews: 20-25. 
4. ¥etl1od of Fishing 
(a) Mainly trawl gear for cod, haddock, and catfish. The 
long-liner has been fishing for halibut. Salmon nets,4; 
lo9ster traps, 140. 
(b) Jack boats, 5; motorboats, 25. 
5. Settlement Annual Catch 
--------- -
(a) Cod, fresh (1952-53): 4~ million lb. (er about 2/3 of 
plant receipts for the winter fishing season). 
(b) Lobsters, alive (1952): 2.750 lb. 
(c) Salmon, fresh (1952): 750 lb. 
(d) Flounder and grey sole, fresh (1952-53): 150,000 lb. 
(e) Haddock, fresh (1952-53): 150,000 lb. 
6. Fish Processing Facilities 
" --·-- . -~---
Fishery Products Ltd. plant produced about l~ million lb. 
fillets and 650 tons of fish meal in the first half of 1953. 
Annuaf production capacity would be three times as much. There 
is storage capacity for 400,000 lb. of fillets and 75,000 lb. 
of bait. 
7. Marketing 
The fish plant buys groundfish, including collections 
from Fox Roost and lose Blanche. Prices this year were 2 cents 
for cod, 3 cents for catfish, and 15 to 20 cents for halibut. 
Bait is obta:l.ne d from Port aux Basques bait depot; some times 
the bait ship "Arctica"· delivers bait to the plant. 
8. !1inancing 
Cash buying is the general rule now. '!he plant gives 
credit for bait, gasoline, and oil, usually on weekly settle-
ment. 
9. Co-operative Developm~nt 
None. 
10. The Settlement's Area of Economic Influence 
Fish is collected from Fox Roost and Rose Blanche during 
the winter months. There is a considerable amount of trade 
with Port aux Basques. 
11. Additional Notes 
------·--·---
The fish plant has been located in Isle aux Morts for 
12 years. 
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HARBOUR FACILITIES 
NAfvIE OF PLACE: · 
EXlSTING WHARVES: 
EXlSTING BREAKWATERS: 
AP~ROACHES FROM THE SEA: 
FOG CONDITIONS: 
STORr1 CONDITIONS: 
ICE CONDITIONS: 
TIDAL PECULIARITIES: 
NATURE OF BOTTOM: 
POSSIBILITIES OF PROVIDING 
\l\JHARFAGE AI~D SHELTER: 
DREDGING REQUIRED: 
AVAILABILITY OF CONSTRUCTION 
MATERIALS: 
EVG: July 14, 1953· . 
Isle aux IVIo~ts. 
Latitude 47 35'N Long.58°58!'W . 
Chart No. 1243 
At Fisheries Products Ltd •. 
fish plant, is a wharf about 
45' wide by 350' long, the apron 
width varying from 10' to 20'. · 
It can accommodate coastal · 
steamers like the "Baccalieun 
but it has not called since the 
fish plant ceased active 
operations. 
None: quite well sheltered 
harbour. 
B,airly clear. 
Poor, usual for southwest coast 
Quite good in the harbour. 
Freezes occasionally, and is 
occasionally blocked with sea · 
ice from the Gulf of St. 
Lawrence. 
l'Jone. 
Rocky 
Fairly good if there was any-
thing to warrant construction. 
Nil 
Rock only available locally. 
LOCATION: 
AGRICULTURE: 
SOILS: 
CROPS: 
LIVES'roOK: 
POTENT I.AL: 
AGRICULTURE 
ISLE AUX MORTS DATE: 14-7 .... 53. 
Small number of subsistence type gardens producing 
minor amounts of vegetables. Minor area of pasture 
and hay land. 
No mineral soil - Whole area covered with a peaty, 
acid organic mat over bedrock. 
Potatoes and cabbage almost exclusively. Small 
amount of hay cut in marshy sections • 
.bpproximately ninety sheep maintained in the area, 
together with a minor number of hens. 
No agricultural potential duo to lack of soil and 
excessive rock outcrop. 
....___,.. . 
:MARGARE:C 
1. Population: Estimated at 29 or 30 families (110 people in 
1951). Fox Roost, about 1 mile further east, has 12 families 
( 61 people in 1951). 
2. DescriEtion: Both Fox Roost and Margaree are dispersed 
settlements strung about small harbours on the south coast 
about 4 miles east of port aux Basques. A small filleting 
~lant (for fresh fillets) is located on a small bay about 
2 -mile west of Margaree. Margaree is built on low rolling 
schist outcrops and moss meadows. Relief is up to about 
40 feet. There are a few small garden plots and each house-
hold has a few chickens. 
3. Government and Services: (a) Local government - None. 
(b) Fire protection - None. 
(c) Police protection - None. 
(d) Medical facilities - None. Doctor from Rose Blanche,, 
nurse fran Isle aux Marts. 
(e) Provincial and federal agencies - None. 
(f) Schools - A one-room Anglican school is located halfway 
bet-ween Fox Roost and Margaree. 
(g) Water supply - Good. Shallow wells and ponds. Large 
pond near filleting plant provides ice for fresh fillets. 
(h) Sanitation - Usual outport facilities. 
(i) Fuel and power - Coal is the major fuel. No electricity. 
Religious Organization: 
site serves Margaree and 
aux Basques. 
Anglican cormnunity. Church at school 
Fox Roost. Minister visits from Port 
5. Recreation and Entertainment: None organized. 
6. Communications: Post office. Telephone line to Port aux 
Basques. Footpath bet-ween houses and between Margaree and 
Fox Roost. Fishing boats and small coasters (schooners) bring 
supplies; entrance to harbour is dangerous for larger ships. 
?. Industries: Small fresh filleting plant. Fishing. 
8. Market and Service Area: 'I'w"o small stores in Margaree serve 
Fox Roost and Margaree, buying their supplies in Port aux Basques. 
The fish filleting plant uses only the local catch. The fillets 
are shipped on ice to Port aux Basques and thence to Halifax or 
Sydney • 
FISHERIES 
-
MARGAREE 
-----
Area: Burgeo-La Poile Date of Survey: July 15, 1953 
1. Settlement 
(a) Population (1951 census): llOc 
(b) No. of fishing families: 18-20, 
(c) No. v..orking in filleting plant: 12-14. 
2. Fishermen 
Total no.; 20 (13 more in Fox Roost). Salmon fishermen, 3; 
lobster fishermen, 8. 
3. Crew Orga~~zation 
1To. of crews: 12-15. 
4, Boats and Gear (Fox Roost included) 
(a) Trawl gear, a few hand-lines and jiggers. Lobster traps, 
300; salmon nets, 20, 
(b) Motor boats, 21. 
5. Settlement Annual Catch 
- ---- ... -.. - ~------
(a) Cod: 650,000 lb. rd. wt. (About l million lb. for Fox Roost 
and Margaree together). 
(b) Halibut: 20 1 000 lb. 
(c) Lobsters: 7,500 lb. 
(d) Salmon: 2,000 lb. 
6. Fish Processing Facilities 
The filleting plant is owned by Joe Lipkins of Glace Bay, 
N.S. About 800,000 lb. of fish (rd. wt.) was cut in 1952-53, 
but nearly twice as much in the previous year. 
7. ~rketing 
Fishermen in Fox Roost and ~rgaree deliver to the fillet-
ing plant. The fish is cut, packed in ice, and shipped from 
Port aux Basques to Sydney or Halifax. Some fishermen deliver 
to the Hardy filleting plant in Port aux Basques. Hardy also 
buys salmon and lobsters. 
8. Financing 
Most buying is for cash but, with the filleting plant 
closed, some credit is extended by stores. 
9. Co~operative Development 
---
None. 
10, Tha Settlement's Area of Economic Influence 
Fox Roost people deal in Margaree. The chief trading 
centre is Channel - Port aux Basques, three miles across the bay. 
11. Additional Notes 
There are 13 fishermen in Fox Roost, the total population 
(in 1951) being 61. 
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HARBOUR FACILITIES 
NAivlE OF PLACE: 
EXISTING WHARVES: 
EXISTING BREAKv\TA TERS: 
APPROACHES FROM THE SEA: 
FOG CONDITIONS: 
STORM CONDITIONS: 
ICE CONDITIONS: 
TIDAL PECULIARITIES: 
NATURE OF BOTTOM: 
POSSIBILITIES OF PROVIDING 
WHARFAGE AND SHELTER: 
DREDGING REQUIRED: 
AVAILABILITY OF CONSTRUCTION 
MATERIALS: 
EVG: July 15, 1953· 
lVlargaree 
Latitude 47°34~ 1 N Long.59°oJ!'W 
Chart No. 1243 
Fish stages, and small wharf 
to accommodate trawlers, 
schooners, etc. at the Fish 
Plant. 
Small block as ice prot~ction 
at westerly side of har~our, 
in front of Fish Plant. 
Intricate without local 
knowledge. 
Poor; usual for southwest coast 
Fair: Rocks and Islands protect 
harbour. 
Freezes rarely: Sea ice 
occasionally blocks entrance and 
endangers vessels anchored in 
west part of harbour which is 
the best anchorage. 
None. 
Rough and rocky 
Extension to present breakwater 
would be feasible if further 
protection needed. 
None. 
Rock is only material available 
locally. 
LOCATION: 
AGRICULTURE : 
SOILS: 
CBOPS: 
LIVESTOCK: 
POTENTIAL: 
AGRICULTURE 
MARGAEEE. DA'l!E: 15-7 .... 53. 
Small number of subsistence typo gardens producing 
minor quantities of vegetables. 
No mineral soil - area covered with a raw peaty 
organic mat over bedrock, with large sections of 
peat bog. 
Potatoes and cabbage grown exclusively. 
Approxinatoly twenty sheep in tho area, together 
with minor numbers of hons. 
No agricultural potential duo to lack of soil 
and excessive rock outcrop. 
CHANNEL-PORr AUX BAS~UES 
End of c .N.R. wharf in foreground, looking ~orth-east 
towards site of new te:nninal under construction 
Public wharf 
Channel 
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CHANNEL - PORT AUX BASQUES 
1. Population: Estimated at about 3,000. (3,293 in 1951 includ-
ing Mouse Island l mile north and adjacent Grand Bay). 
2. Description: '!he town of Channel - Port aux Basques occupies a 
long south111Jard jutting peninsula at the southwest corner of New-
foundland. The peninsula surface is made up of many rocky hills 
(elevations up to 250 feet). The town straggles along the pen-
insula but the greatest concentration of buildings is in the 
south where the hills are not as steep and the peninsula broad-
ens out slightly. At the northeastern edge of the town the 
C.N.R. terminus and Canso strait ferry dock are to be found. 
Almost all the commercial enterprises are to be found along 
the main street, vmich runs the length of the peninsula. 
Mouse Island settlement about 1 mile northwest of the town 
and joined to it by a road had a population of 351 (368 in 1951) 
and 3 stores. 
3. Government and Services: (a) Local Government - Incorporated 
town. Town manager and a council of 7. The council is elected 
each year. The only municipal employees are the town manager 
and the town clerk. 
(b) Fire protection - Fire equipment located at the town 
offices. It consists of 2 portable pumps which can be 
transported anywhere in tovm. by the municipal dunp truck 
which is parked at the town offices. 
(c) Police protection - R.C.M.P. detachment, one sergeant and 
one constable. The police district extends from South 
Branch on the railway line to La Poile Bay (Little Bay). 
(d) Medical facilities - 32-bed cottage hospital with operating 
room and X-ray room. Staff includes 2 doctors~ 4 registered 
nurses and an X-ray technician. The hospital district ex-
tends from La Poile Bay to South Branch East on the railway. 
The hospital is a large 2-storey building. 
(e) Provincial and federal agencies - Customs inspector, 
federal Department of Fisheries warden and inspector, a 
government fish bait depot~ and a provincial ~lfare 
officer. 
(f) Water supply - At present shallow wells are used, wells 
which often run dry in summer. A public water system is 
in the process of being built. A stream to the north of 
the town is being dammed and a system of water mains is 
being laid although it means blasting rock in order to lay 
t:oo mains. The reservoir behind the dam will store about 
80 million gallons of water. The C.N.R. pipes water from a 
stream and ponds north of the settlement for its steam 
engines and ships. 
(g) Power and fuel - ~he "West Coast Power Co. produces electric-
ity in a diesel plant just north of the railway yards. About 
90 per cent of the buildings in the town have electricity. 
Almost everyone uses coal landed by schooners operating 
from Sydney. 
4. Religious Organization: Anglican Church. United Church, Salvat-
ion Army Ci tadei: A f b·w Romail Catholic families are included 
in the St. Andrews parish. 
5. Recreation and Entertainment: 
fraternal organizations exist. 
meetings and social affairs: 
A number of societies and 
The following groups held 
Girl Guides ) The only organization for children. 
School Cadet Corps ) 
Church of England Women's Association. 
United Church Ladies Aid. 
L. O. L. and L. o. B.A. (operate the Orange Hall). 
I. 0. 0. F. and the Re be cc ah s • . 
Badminton clubs. A number of hockey teams which play teams 
from Corner Brook and Stephenville. 
Lions Club. 
Dances are held periodically in the Anglican School auditorium 
and in the Orange Hall. 
The Basques Theatre shows moving pictures every day except 
Sunday. 
6. Comnrunications: The town has a road system over which 138 
licensed vehicles move. The Trans-Canada Highway extends from 
the town to the Codroy Valley, although it is reported to be in 
such poor r9pair that vehicles cannot negotiate it. The rail-
way terminus is located at the northeastern .nd of the town. 
The rail-way has scheduled service to the rest of the island. 
The C.N.R. employs 375 men at the joint terminus. Another 30 
local men are crewmen on the supply ships. 
Port aux Basques is an international port of call, and 
the terminus of ferry and supply boats from and to Sydney, N.S., 
and Placentia and Argentia. Local transportation is provided by 
15 taxis, the motor vehicles, · about 300 bicycles, and numerous 
motor dories. There are also a few horses and wagons (hay is 
imported). 
There is a post office and a C.l~. Telegraph office. Avalon 
Telephone Co. operates an exchange with approximately 350 local 
subscribers. It employs a staff of 7. Direct long distance 
connection with Corner Brook and Sydney, N.S. A line extends 
along the south coast linking all places as far as Burnt Islands. 
This line is operated by the C.N. Telegraph service and is not 
connected with the telephone system. 
7. Industries: A filleting plant operated by T.J. Hardy employs 
about 50 hands 'When operating. 
8. Market and Service Area: There are 30 places of business. In 
addition to the usual general stores there a.re 3 lunch rooms,2 
shoemakers, a machine shop and blacksmith, a fish crate maker, 
and a service station. There are also a number of small beauty 
salons (virtually a home industry). There are 3 wholesalers, 
which sell their goods along the Vl3St and south coasts, the 
major portion of goods going to the southern settlements. Most 
of the supplies are bought in Sydney or in Montreal. Supplies 
and mail are transhipped he re for cc~t&~ co.trlt'!lrliAatlona:ryand 
f•n int;-0:-i~r settlements along tre railvray. 
Since Con ederation there has been a large volume of mail 
order business with the Sydney offices of the T. Eaton Co. and 
Simpson-Sears Ltd. 
The police district includes all settlements between South 
Branch and La Poile Bay, the welfare di.strict those from Petites 
to south st. Andrews. The Church of England parish includes all 
the settlements from Isle aux Morts to Codroy. The hospital 
district extends from La Poile Bay to South Branch East. 
FISHERIES 
CHAN1'J""EL - PORT AUX BASQUES 
Area: Burgeo-La Poile Date of Survey: July 15 and 16,1953 
l. Settlement 
------
(a) Population (1951 census): 2,634. 
(b) No. of fishing families: 3. 
(c) No. employed in filleting plant: About 50. 
(d) Other occupations: Work on the railway, in the C. N.R. 
rail and ferry terminal wharf and vvarehouse, and on 
construction in the town and harbour. 
2. Fishermen 
No. of fishermen: 5. About 75 come from other settlements to 
oper·ate in the vicinity during the winter fishing season. 
3. Crew Organizati~ 
No. of crews: 3. 
4. Method of Fishi~ 
(a) Trawl gear for cod, principally. Salmon nets, 15; 
lobster traps, 60. Lobster fishermen each fish 10 to 20 
traps on single lines. 
(b) Motor boats, 3. About 20 boats, mostly one-dory skiffs, 
come in for the winter fishing season from other settle-
ments. 
5. Settlement Annual Catch 
(a) Cod, fresh (1952-53): 631,000 lb. 
(b) Haddock: 22,000 lb. 
(c) Halibut: 10,000 lb. 
(d) Salmon, fresh (1952): 12,000 lb. 
(e) Lobsters, alive (1952): 3,300 lb. 
6. Fish Processing Fa~ilities 
Mr. T.J. Hardy operates the only filleting plant. 
Production was about 250,000 lb. last season -- mainly fresh 
cod fillets. The plant employs about 50 workers from December 
to May. Mr. Hardy has two ice houses, and stored about 11 200 
tons of ice last winter. The government bait depot, mana5ed 
by Mr. G. Walters, has a capacity of 350,000 lb. In calendar 
1952, · it handled 142,000 lb. of squid and 250.,000 lb. of 
herring, brought in by the bait ship "Arctica". Hardy had 
18,000 lb. of fillets frozen at the depot last year for 
local sale. 
,_.. 
-
7. Marketing 
• 
Hardy collected 109,109 lb. of lobsters in 1953 from 
the area st. George's to Port aux Basques, paying 28 cents 
a pound. The lobsters, all market grade, were shipped to 
Boston and New York. He collected only 6,320 lb. of salmon 
this year,, compared with an average of 50,000 lb. The 
salmon are shipped out iced to the mainland American or 
Canadian markets. Mr. Hardy also buys practically all of 
the local catch of groundfish, and some from Margaree and 
Fox Roost, selling fresh fillets mainly in twenty-pound 
packages through commission agents in New York, Boston, 
Montreal and Toronto. 
8. Financing 
Local buying is largely for cash now. 
9. Co-operative Development 
It is not known if th3 local fishermen are mem~ers of 
a co-operative store. 
10. The Settlement's Area of Economic Influence 
Channel - Port aux Basques is the terminus of the New-
foundland railway and of the C.N.R. steamer ferry service 
to and from Sydney, N.S. It is a main supply centre for 
south-western and western coastal settlements by way of the 
C.N.R. coastal steamers,, freight schooners, etc. The bait 
depot serves fishennen as far away as Rose Blanche and St. 
George's. 
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HARBOUR FACILITIES 
NAME OF PLACE: 
EXISTING WHARVES: 
EXISTING BREAKWATERS: 
APPROACHES FROM THE SEA: 
FOG CONDITIONS: 
STORM CONDITIONS: 
ICE CONDITIONS: 
TIDAL PECULIARITIES: 
NATURE OF BOTTOM: 
POSSIBILITIES OF PROVIDING 
WHARFAGE AND SHELTER: 
DREDGING REQUIRED: 
AVAILABILITY OF CONSTRUCTION 
~IATERIALS: 
EVG: July 15, 1953· 
Port aux Basques. 
Latitude 4 7°3 5 'N Long-. 59°08 'W 
Charts Nos. 1243 & 2828 
Public wharf (in poor condition 
and under repair) at the Bait 
Depot to accommodate small 
vessels. 
Railway wharf at northwest 
corner of harbour accommodates 
coastal and Cabot Strait steam~rs. 
This wharf has railway tracks 
and large transfer shed. It is 
freight and passenger terminus 
for the Newfoundland Division 
of the c.N .R. 
Imperial Oil has a small wharf 
at which vessels take on fuel 
oil. 
Islands and Shoals make fair 
protection from the sea. 
Fairly good: one narrow place 
between middle Baldwin and west 
Baldwin rqcks being widened. 
Poor. 
Fairly good: southeast gales 
cause surging in parts of the 
harbour. · 
Seldom freezes, occasionally 
blocked with sea ice from Gulf 
of St. Lawrence. 
None. 
Rocky 
C.N.R. now constructing new 
enlarged terminal wharves. 
Being carried out (1953} 
between middle & west Baldwin 
rocks & between Vardy's Island 
and Pikes Island. 
Only rock is available locally. 
LOCATION: 
AGRICULTURE: 
SOILS: 
CBOJ?S: 
LIVESIDCK: 
POTENTIAL: 
I 
AGRICUL'IURE 
PORT .t\UX :SASQ,UES - CHANNEL DA'l!BJ: 16-7-53. 
Small number of subsistence type gardens and 
small hone typo gardens. Vegetable production 
far below requirements. 
Some very small patches of soil weathered froo 
down.slope detritus and fror.i old beach materials. 
Arca generally bare rock or covered with a raw, 
peaty organic mat. 
Potatoes, cabbage and turnips grown in small 
quantities, togothor with minor ru1ounts of other 
vogotablos. 
Minor nuobcrs of hens maintained. 
No agricultural potential due to lack of soil and 
almost continuous rock outcrop. 


